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Dear NSA Families, 

 

Welcome to another exciting year of academic excellence through study and exploration of 

the natural world at Natural Science Academy! As we enter our eleventh year of operation we 

remain committed to daily outdoor play and learning to foster strong, healthy minds and bodies 

as well as an academically rich environment through hands-on, minds-on project-based learn-

ing.  

 

Your child will have as their guide for this adventure highly qualified, dedicated, professional ed-

ucators that are carefully chosen not only for their expertise in the teaching of math and literacy 

but for their science experience and credentials. They love what they do and truly want to be 

here, teaching and learning alongside their students, employing best educational practices. 

One of NSA’s goals is an early start to science literacy. Science infused throughout the curricu-

lum allows for accelerated science progress, deeper understanding of science concepts and 

an appreciation and awareness of the importance of science in our lives. 

 

We are proud of our tradition of providing a nurturing, student-centered learning community 

that supports each child’s gifts and needs to help them achieve their academic potential. 

Throughout this school year ,Natural Science Academy will continue to offer more for your child’s 

education: More science, more support and attention, and more healthful time outdoors learn-

ing about and connecting to the natural world. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

The Educational Team of Natural Science Academy 

 
 



Natural Science Academy Handbook 

  6 

 

NSA Mission 
Academic achievement through study and exploration of the natural world. 

NSA Vision 
Through its Nature Immersion curriculum, Natural Science Academy strives to provide a high quality education 

that will set its students on the path to life-long academic achievement, and scientific and environmental liter-

acy.  

To accomplish this it will: 

 Provide an exemplary, interdisciplinary elementary science program 

 Cultivate and sustain its student’s connections to the natural world 

 Foster creative and critical thinking 

 Create a supportive, nurturing community in which to learn, explore and grow 

  

Handbook Purpose 
This handbook provides information to families about our school’s expectations.  Natural Science 

Academy is a public school and is funded  by the state of Minnesota on a per-pupil rate. Due to this 

fact, our school must adhere to several state and federal guidelines, which will ensure safety and 

fair treatment for all students in attendance. 

 

While NSA will make every effort to keep your school handbook current, the information and policies 

described in this handbook may  be changed in any way at any time at the sole discretion of the 

NSA Administration/Staff.  Your family is responsible to comply with current NSA policies at all times.  

These policies apply to all students at NSA. 
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Daily Schedule - Late Arrival/Early Pickup/Late Pickup 
 
School Day:  9:20 a.m.-3:50 p.m. 

 

Students are allowed in the school at 9:00 a.m.  Students arriving before that time will wait outside until the 

doors are unlocked at 9:00 a.m.  Any student arriving after 9:20 a.m. must be accompanied by a parent to 

sign in at the front desk. Late students may not be dropped off outside of the school building as we cannot 

ensure their safe entry into the building once school has begun.  

 

Any student needing to leave before the end of the school day must bring a note to their classroom teacher 

at the start of the day.  Parents arriving to pick up students early must enter the building to sign out their child 

at the front desk before the student leaves.  

 

All students need to be picked up by 3:50 p.m.  If a student’s ride home is running late you need to call the 

office at 651-925-5050  to let a staff member know. Any parent arriving at 4:00 p.m. or later will need to come 

into the building to sign out their child.  They will be charged a $5 late pick-up fee at 4:05 p.m. and $5 will be 

added every 15 minutes that the student remains in the care of the school. 

 

After-School Plans 
 
If a student wishes to go home with another student, plans must be made in advance and both students must 

bring notes from home.  We do not allow students to make phone calls during the day to arrange after school 

plans.  In the event that your child will be picked up by an adult other than a parent, a note must be sent to 

school with specific information and signed by a parent or guardian.  PLEASE NOTE: You need to reach school 

personnel directly to avoid any miscommunication; an email or voicemail may go unchecked during the day. 

Our building security plan is focused on the safety of the children in our care so please plan accordingly.  

 

Contacting Teachers  
 
E-mail is the best way to contact your child’s teacher.  E-mails are assigned as follows: first-

name.lastname@naturalscienceacademy.org.  Should you need to contact your student’s teacher by phone, 

you are encouraged to call the school before 9:00 a.m. or after 4:00 p.m. Please contact the office if you 

need to get a message to your student’s teacher during school hours.  Our teacher’s first priority during the 

school day is their students and they may not be able to check or answer e-mails while school is in session. If 

you need to meet with a teacher, please contact them to set up an appointment. Teachers are unable to 

accommodate walk-in meetings. 

 

Emergency School Closing 
 
Since NSA students are transported by South Washington County (ISD 833) buses, our school will not be open if 

South Washington County Schools are closed.  Watch KARE 11, WCCO 4 or listen to WCCO 830 radio for  late 

opening, early closing, or cancellation of school due to emergency conditions.  Follow the directions for South 

Washington County Schools.  Each family is required to submit a “Student Emergency Information” form to the 

office at the beginning of the year, giving school personnel instructions regarding the family’s emergency 

plan.  These forms are absolutely necessary as we do not, under these emergency circumstances, have time 

to phone each parent.  If we do not have such a form on file, students will return home as they normally 

would. 
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Attendance 
 

Regular school attendance is one of the most important ingredients in achieving a successful education.  Chil-

dren are less successful if they frequently miss part or all of a school day.  Help your child succeed by making 

sure they attend school regularly  and arrive on time.   It may also be helpful to be aware of the Minnesota 

laws concerning attendance.  Natural Science Academy follows these laws. 

 

If your child will not be attending school on a given day or will be tardy, please call the office before 9:00 a.m.  

If we do not hear from you, we will contact you at home or work to verify your child’s absence. If you send a 

note  or e-mail the school about your child’s absence, please send to the NSA office: 

(office@naturalscienceacademy.org)    

 

If your child becomes ill or injured during the day, the school will contact you at one of the numbers you have 

provided on the emergency card.  We do require that families provide an additional emergency contact per-

son in the event that the parent cannot be reached.  Your child will need to be picked up within an hour of 

the call if they need to go home for the rest of the day. 
 
Attendance Policy and Procedures 

EXCUSED ABSENCES are: 

• Illness or injury of the student, which causes him/her to remain home or go to the doctor 

• Medical/Dental appointments that cannot be scheduled before or after school hours 

• Death of a family member or near relative 

• Religious holiday (Please inform the office ahead of time.) 

• Family emergencies 

 

If a student is absent from school for three or more days due to an illness, a doctors note is required upon their 

return to school or the absence will be considered unexcused. 
 

Some examples of absences that are NOT EXCUSED: 

• Oversleeping 

• Missing the bus 

• Car trouble 

• Needed at home to help with or visit with family members 
 
Unexcused Absences (truancy): 

1 day - contact by phone informing parent of policy 

3 days (continuing truancy) - note to parent, copy kept in child’s file 

5 days (habitual truancy) - Educational Neglect/Truancy Report filed with the county  of residence and a let-

ter to parent informing them about the report filed 
 
Excused Absences: 

*8 days of excused absences per trimester - a letter will be sent to the parent. 

 

*24 days or more per school year may warrant an Educational Neglect/Truancy Report to the county of resi-

dence.   
 
Excessive Tardies: 

3 tardies - phone call/e-mail to parent about our concerns and this will count as one unexcused absence 

6 tardies - letter to parent and this will count as 2 unexcused absences due to tardiness 

 

*More than 8 tardies per school year may warrant an Educational Neglect/Truancy Report to the county of 

residence.   
 

Illness and Communicable Diseases Policy 
A child should not come to school (and will be sent home from school) if they have or have had: 
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• a fever of 100 degrees F (orally) or higher in the past 24 hours WITHOUT fever-reducing medication 

• vomiting or diarrhea in the past 24 hours 

• untreated live head lice 

• or if the child does not feel well enough to return to class 
 

Please notify the school if your child has a contagious condition like chicken pox, strep throat or head lice; 

their privacy will be protected. If a communicable illness has been identified in the classroom, parents will be 

notified. When a student has a confirmed case of a reportable illness (marked in red below), they will be re-

quired to bring a note from a licensed physician (a note stating that they have been treated for the specific 

condition, the date the treatment was started, and that they are no longer contagious. After a confirmed 

case, students may be sent home if they are showing symptoms of the same illness. They should be tested 

and kept home until they are able to produce a doctor’s note stating the test was negative or until they 

have been treated if the test is positive. 
 
PERTUSSIS (WHOOPING COUGH) Must be Reported to the MN Health Department 
Pertussis, or whooping cough, is a disease caused by a bacteria that affects the lungs. Pertussis is spread through the air in drop-
lets produced during coughing or sneezing. A person with pertussis develops a severe cough that usually lasts four to six weeks or 
longer.  Pertussis can be very serious, especially in infants. 
 
MEASLES (RUBEOLA) Must be Reported to the MN Health Department 
Measles is a highly contagious respiratory disease caused by a virus. It spreads through the air through coughing and sneezing. 
Measles starts with a fever, runny nose, cough, red eyes, and sore throat, and is followed by a rash that spreads all over the body. 
The rash usually begins at the hairline, moves to the face and upper neck and then down the body. About three out of 10 people 
who get measles will develop one or more complications including pneumonia, ear infections, or diarrhea. 
 
INFLUENZA Must be Reported to the MN Health Department 
Influenza (flu) is a respiratory disease caused by a virus that attacks the nose, throat, and lungs. Flu symptoms include fever, dry 
cough, sore throat, headache, extreme tiredness, and body aches. These symptoms come on quickly and can be bad enough to 
keep you in bed for several days. If you believe your child has the flu please keep them home. If your student experiences symp-
toms that interfere with their learning or become distracting to the class they may be sent home. 
 
CHICKEN POX  
Students with chicken pox should not come to school until all of their spots have crusted over. If your child does have chicken 
pox, please let the school health office know so they can notify classmates. Students in kindergarten must show that they have 
had 2 doses of vaccine for chicken pox (varicella) or have had the disease, or are exempt.  
 
COMMON COLD  
Children with severe cold symptoms (frequent coughing, runny nose) have a hard time concentrating in school. They can spread 
the cold to other students and staff and should probably stay home. Remember that washing your hands a lot and covering your 
cough or sneeze is the best way to stop the spread of common germs. 
 
DIARRHEA  
Students should stay home if they have diarrhea, and will be sent home if they develop it at school.  Students can return to school 
after 24 hours diarrhea free.  
 
HEAD LICE  
Lice are communicable but do not spread disease. Anyone can get head lice, but they are often commonly spread by younger 
children who have more head to head contact. Sleep overs are another common setting in which head lice can be spread. Check 
your child's head frequently throughout the year. The most important part of getting rid of head lice is to make sure all of the nits 
or eggs are removed before they have a chance to hatch.  Students with lice can attend school while being  treated.   
 
STREP INFECTIONS  
Streptococcal sore throat (strep throat) and scarlet fever (a strep infection with a rash) are common infections in young children. 
Symptoms of strep throat often include a fever, red sore throat, and swollen glands. Headache, nausea, and stomach pain may 
also be more common in children. A throat culture for strep is the only way to confirm and distinguish from a viral sore throat. If 
your child has been cultured, please keep him/her home until you know the results of the culture, which may be 24 hours. If your 
child is positive for strep, they must be on antibiotics for 24 hours and fever free before they can return to school. 
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Dress Code 
 
Students learn best when they come to school clean and dressed appropriately for the school day.  Clothing 

should be comfortable and allow kids to move freely. Active learning can get messy so kids should wear 

clothes that could get messy or dirty. Because students spend time outside each day, clothes need to protect 

students’ bodies. For safety reasons, wheeled shoes need to stay at home.  

 

In an effort to reduce the spread of germs and keep our learning spaces clean, all students are required to 

have a designated pair of indoor shoes as well as footwear to be worn outside of the building. Please make 

sure your child’s footwear is easy for them to put on and remove independently. Sweaters and sweatshirts are 

recommended for use during the school day by students who may feel chilled.  Please label all outerwear 

with your child’s name, such as jackets and snow pants, so we can return lost clothing to the owner. 

 

While students are permitted to wear hats in the school building, we ask that they leave hoods down.  A hood 

can make it hard to see the child’s face in profile or identify them from behind, which makes it harder for 

adults to keep them safe and their peers to interact with them. 

 

Recess/Outdoor Education 
 
Students at NSA go outside everyday as part of our mission. All children must be dressed properly for the 

weather conditions of the day.  Physical education and recess are an important part of the curriculum at NSA 

and as such all students are expected to participate in them in the clothing they have available at school. 

Students will be allowed to miss recess or phy ed for medical reasons only and must have a note from a 

parent/guardian. If students are too sick to go outside, then they are too sick to attend school and should stay 

home until they feel better. 

 

Outdoor/Recess Attire:  Boots, scarves, jackets, waterproof mittens, snow pants, rain boots, raincoats, (no um-

brellas), and other appropriate seasonal clothing is required.  Please mark your child’s outerwear with their 

name for identification purposes. We go outside rain or shine!  

 

School Visitors/Volunteers 
 

NSA welcomes visitors and classroom volunteers during the school day. For security reasons, all visitors must 

make plans in advance with their child’s teacher or a staff member.  To talk with a teacher or staff member, 

an appointment must be made in advance.  Staff are unable to accommodate drop-in meetings or conver-

sations.  All visitors including classroom volunteers are required to sign in at the office, even if just dropping off 

an item.  Visitors will be escorted to the appropriate classroom. This is for the safety and protection of every-

one in the school.  

 

Staffing Structure 
 
NSA is teacher led in that all teachers are involved in the decision-making process of running the school. NSA 

employs a lead teacher whose job it is to enhance the skills and knowledge of the school staff, create a com-

mon culture of expectations, develop productive relationships with each other and hold individuals account-

able for their contributions to the school community; teachers and staff are empowered to take responsibility 

not only for their classrooms, but for the overall well-being of the school. Decisions that have typically been left 

to an administrator are made by teachers and staff on a daily basis.  
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Multi-age Classrooms 
 
Natural Science Academy utilizes Multi-age 
Grouping in each classroom. We have found 
multi-age classrooms to be an effective way 
to individualize instruction. Differentiation 
(teaching to differing academic levels) is the 
key to its success.  
 
NSA Multi-age groupings are K/1, 2/3, and 
4/5. 
 
Here’s what some of the research says: 
Multiage teaching has positive characteristics that 
relate to students' social skill development; it pro-
vides opportunities for enhancement of learning in the lower grade level group through exposure to upper grade level work, it  
offers reinforcement of earlier learning for upper grade level students, and it provides opportunities for children to learn through 
peer tutoring and example (Gaustad 1992, 1993, 1997; Katz, 1995; Veenman, 1995, 1996). Miller (1999) notes that students in mul-
tiage classrooms show increased self esteem, more cooperative behavior, better attitudes toward school in general, increased pro-
social (caring, tolerant, patient, supportive) behavior, enriched personal responsibility, and a decline in discipline problems.  
 

Special Education/Inclusion/ELL 
 
NSA uses an inclusive approach to special education. Special needs students on official IEPs (Individual Education Pro-
gram) are served primarily within the regular classroom.  Our Special Education Teacher works collaboratively with 
classroom teachers to devise teaching and learning strategies that meet the needs of these and all students within the 
regular classrooms.   
 
English Language Learners are served within the classroom in an English immersion setting with special accommoda-
tions and visuals available.  When there are more than two classrooms at one grade level, ELLs in these grades will be 
grouped together to share the instruction and strategies used to help them learn English in all content areas. 
 

Student Progress: Conferences, Progress Reports/TRAILS 
 
Please refer to the Natural Science Academy calendar to find the dates for fall and spring conference dates. Fall confer-
ences are for parents and teachers only.  Parents can give input on their child’s interests, and they can express goals for 
or concerns about their child.  Spring conferences are student led, so children must attend.  Student progress reports 
for all areas of the curriculum are issued three times per year. This report is called “TRAILS - Teacher Reflective Assess-
ment of Individual Learning” and includes a comprehensive narrative of student progress, a standards mastery report, 
and standardized test scores when appropriate.  We do not give letter grades at Natural Science Academy. 
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Behavior Expectations/Ed-Venture Behavior Expectations 
 
At Natural Science Academy we celebrate and appreciate our individual differences and expect the following behav-
iors: Treat yourself, others, and property with respect;  do your best work; be safe.  
 
While on Ed-Ventures we expect the same behaviors in addition to:   

Students must stay with chaperone at all time; be respectful of the people and places we visit; leave the 
bus in the same condition as it was found; do not bring money or valuables along.   
 
All classrooms work together to make their own classroom rules for the year.  Students are expected to follow their 
classroom rules and guidelines for common areas such as hallways, lunchroom, and outdoor spaces. A student’s full 
time job is learning, so to minimize distractions, toys, trading cards, games, or electronics should be left at home.  
 

Building Behavior Plan 
 
All classrooms use the Teaching for Education Equity approach for behavior.  This includes a morning meeting, aca-
demic choice, hopes and dreams, the quiet place, quiet place out, and problem solving conferences.  It includes 
“Show Five” for attention, and common teacher language so all staff members use the same words and strategies. 
 
Students who need to think about and change classroom behavior sit in the “quiet place” to calm down and may re-
turn to the group when they are ready.  If this is not effective they go to “quiet place out” to reflect on their behavior. 
If inappropriate behavior continues, or if a behavior is severe, students have a problem solving conference with a staff 
member. With support, they reflect on how their behavior effected others and how it will change in the future. The 
problem solving conference provides parents, staff, and the students involved, the opportunity to work in partnership 
in bringing about positive behavior changes.   
 

Bullying Prohibition Policy 
 
PURPOSE: 
 
A safe and civil environment is needed for students to learn and attain high academic standards and to promote 
healthy human relationships. Bullying, like other disruptive or violent behavior, is conduct that interferes with a stu-
dent’s ability to learn and a teacher’s ability to educate. Natural Science Academy cannot monitor the activities and 
conversations of students at all times and eliminate all incidents of bullying between students. However, the school 
intends to prevent bullying and to take action to investigate, respond, remediate, and discipline those acts of bullying 
which have not been successfully prevented. The purpose of this policy is to assist Natural Science Academy’s goal of 
preventing and responding to acts of bullying, intimidation, violence, reprisal, retaliation, and other similar disruptive 
and detrimental behavior. 
 
DEFINITIONS: 
 
Bullying (prohibited conduct) means any severe or pervasive physical or verbal act/conduct, including communica-
tions made in writing or electronically, directed toward a student or students creating an actual or perceived imbal-
ance of power between the student engaging in bullying and the target of bullying that has or can be reasonably pre-
dicted by repeated forms or pattern to have one or more of the following effects: 
 
• Placing the student in reasonable fear of harm to the student’s person or property. 
• Causing a substantially detrimental effect on the student’s physical or mental health. 
• Substantially interfering with the student’s educational opportunities and performance. 
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• Substantially interfering with the student’s ability to participate in or benefit from the services, activities, or privi-
leges provided by a school. 

 
• Bullying may take various forms, including without limitation, one or more of the following: harassment, threats, 

intimidation, stalking, physical violence, sexual harassment, sexual violence, theft, public humiliation, destruction 
of property, or retaliation for asserting or alleging an act of bullying. This list is meant to be illustrative and non-
exhaustive. 

 
• “Cyberbullying” means using electronic information and communication technologies to bully. This may include, 

bit is not limited to a transfer of a sign, signal, writing, image, sound, or data, including a post on a social network, 
Internet, website or forum, transmitted through a computer, cellphone, or other electronic device. 

 
PROHIBITIONS: 
 
Bullying of a student or group of students is prohibited: 
 
1. During any school-sponsored or school-sanctioned programs, activities, events or trips. 

2. In school buildings, school property, on school buses or other school district-provided transportation, and at des-
ignated locations for students to wait for buses and other school district-provided transportation. 

Through the transmission of information from a school district computer or computer network, or other electronic 
 school equipment. 

4. When communicated through any electronic technology or personal electronic device while on school property, 
on school buses or other school district-provided transportation, and at designated locations for students to  wait 
for buses and other school district-provided transportation. 

5. Off campus communication and use of electronic technology which seriously disrupts any student’s education. 

Apparent permission or consent by a student being bullied does not lessen the prohibitions contained in this policy. 
Retaliation against a victim, good faith reporter, or a witness of bullying is prohibited. False accusations or reports of 
bullying against another student are also prohibited. 
 
REPORTING PROCEDURES: 
 
• Any person who believes he or she has been the target or victim on bullying or any person with knowledge or be-

lief of conduct that may constitute bullying or prohibited conduct under this policy shall report the alleged acts 
immediately to a staff member (their teacher or Ms. Reina.) A person may report bullying anonymously. However, 
Natural Science Academy may not rely solely on an anonymous report to determine discipline or other necessary 
responses. 

 
• Natural Science Academy encourages the reporting party or complainant to use the bully reporting link on our 

website www.naturalscienceacademy.org, however, verbal and written reports shall be considered complaints as 
well. 

 
• The Compliance Coordinator is  responsible for receiving reports of bullying or other prohibited conduct at the 

school level. Any person may report bullying or other prohibited conduct directly to her/him  or any staff member.  
If the complaint involves her/him  it may be reported to a lead teacher. 

 
• The school report taker shall ensure that this policy and its procedures, practices, consequences, and sanctions 

are fairly and fully implemented and shall serve as the primary contact on policy and procedural matters. 
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• All NSA staff members, volunteers, and contracted employees shall be particularly alert to possible situations, cir-
cumstances, or events that might include bullying. Any such person who witnesses, receives a report of, observes, 
or has other knowledge or belief of conduct that may constitute bullying or other prohibited conduct shall make 
reasonable efforts to address an resolve the bullying or prohibited conduct and shall inform the building report 
taker immediately. School personnel who fail to inform the building report taker or fail to make reasonable efforts 
to address and resolve the bullying or prohibited conduct in a timely manner may be subject to disciplinary action.  

 
• Reports of bullying or other prohibited conduct are classified as private educational and/or personnel data and/or 

confidential investigative data and will not be disclosed except as permitted by law. NSA will respect the privacy of 
the complainant’s, the individuals against whom the complaint is filed, and the witnesses as much as possible, 
consistent with the school’s obligation to investigate, take appropriate action, and comply with any legal disclo-
sure obligations. 

 
• Submission of a good faith complaint or report of bullying or other prohibited conduct will not affect the com-

plainant’s or reporter’s future employment, grades, work assignments, or educational or work environment. 
 
RESPONSE: 
 
After receiving a complaint, Natural Science Academy will begin an investigation on the matter. When investigating a 
complaint, the designee may take into account the following factors: 
 
• The developmental ages and maturity levels of the parties involved. 
• The levels of harm, surrounding circumstances, and nature of the behavior. 
• Past incidences or past or continuing patterns of behavior. 
• The relationship between the parties involved. 
• The context in which the alleged incidents occurred. 
 
The report taker or other appropriate school officials may take immediate steps at their discretion to protect the tar-
get or victim of the bullying.  
 
The alleged perpetrator of the bullying or other prohibited conduct shall be allowed the opportunity to present a de-
fense during the investigation or prior to the imposition of discipline. 
 
Investigation of a bullying incident shall be initiated within three school days of receipt of a report and be completed 
within 10 school days, unless a lead teacher grants in writing an additional five-day extension due to extenuating cir-
cumstances.  
 
The investigation will consist of: 
• Identifying the alleged actor(s), target(s), and bystander(s), as well as any adult who witnessed the incident or may 

have reliable information. 
• Conducting an individual interview in a private setting with the alleged actor and target.  Interviews will never be 

done together or in public. Interviews shall also be conducted with bystanders. 
• Determining how often the conduct occurred, any past incident or continuing pattern of behavior, and whether 

the target’s education or participation in school activities was negatively affected. 
• Assessing the individual and school-wide effects of the incident relating to safety, and assigning school staff to cre-

ate and implement a safety plan to prevent the recurrence of an incidence that will restore a sense of safety for 
the target and other students who have been impacted. If it is determined the reported incident may involve crimi-
nal activity or the basis for criminal charges, information must be conveyed to the appropriate authorities. 
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Upon completion of the investigation that determines that bullying or other prohibited conduct has occurred, Natural 
Science Academy will take appropriate action. Such action may include , but is not limited to, warning, suspension, ex-
pulsion, expulsion, remediation, or termination. Disciplinary consequences will be sufficiently severe to try to deter 
violations and to appropriately discipline prohibited conduct.  
 
REPRISAL: 
 
Natural Science Academy will take appropriate action against any student or employee who retaliates against any per-
son who reports alleged bullying or against any person who testifies, assists or participates in an investigation, preced-
ing, or hearing relating to such bullying. Retaliation includes, but is not limited to, any form of intimidation, reprisal, 
harassment, or intentional disparate treatment. 
 
NOTICE OF REQUIREMENTS: 
 
Natural Science Academy will give annual notice of this policy to students, parents or guardians, and employees, and 
this policy shall appear in the student handbook and posted on the school website. 
 
This policy will be given to each school employee and independent contractor who regularly interacts with students at 
the time of initial employment at Natural Science Academy. 
 
This policy will be  posted in the school office in an area accessible to students and employees. 
 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATION: 
 
Natural Science Academy annually will provide information and any applicable training to school staff regarding this 
policy.  
 
Natural Science Academy will provide education and information to students regarding bullying, including information 
regarding this policy prohibiting bullying, the harmful effects of bullying, and other applicable initiatives to prevent bul-
lying. 
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Violence in School 
 

Violence is not tolerated at Natural Science Academy.  Any student who threatens or intimidates another stu-

dent or staff member will be separated from their peers for the rest of the school day and continue their learn-

ing in the learning lab under the supervision of another adult in the building.  Any student who causes inten-

tional physical harm to another student or staff member will be dismissed from school for the day.  A caregiver 

or designee will need to pick up the student to take them off of school grounds.  In the case of serious injuries 

to another student or staff member, repetitive violent behavior, or harassment, students may be suspended. 
 

Medication Guidelines 
 

Medications (prescription and non-prescription) must be sent to school in the original container labeled with 

the student’s name, prescription number, directions for administering, and the doctor’s name.  This includes 

Nebulizers. They must be accompanied by a Medication Permission form as well.  For safety, students cannot 

carry cough drops, pain relievers, or other medicines to be administered themselves.  These can be brought in 

to the office with the proper information and be administered at school.   
 

Class Treats, Snacks, and Lunches 
 

If treats are brought to school to share with the class they must be store or bakery-bought, not homemade.  

This is mandated by state statute.  Students need a healthy snack to eat during their morning break each day. 

When choosing foods for lunch, snack, or classroom treats, we recommend limiting sugar snacks to no more 

than one per day. Sugary snacks can cause bursts of energy followed by fatigue. This effects student learning. 

Students may only bring milk or water to drink. Please also be aware of food allergies within your child’s class-

room.  In order to include all students, it would be kind to ask your child’s teacher if there are allergy concerns 

or dietary restrictions that need to be considered. 
 

Waste-Free Lunch 
 

In an effort to both reduce waste and help you as parents monitor what your child does and does not eat, 

NSA will continue its “Pack it in, Pack it out” program with respect to lunches this year. What does that mean? 

It means that food waste and trash will come home in your child’s lunchbox. Why, you ask? The goal is to en-

courage washable, reusable containers, napkins, and utensils for food and allow parents to see what and 

how much kids do (and do not) eat. If kids have a “just right” amount of food that they like to eat, there 

should be little food waste coming home. Reusable containers can simply be washed and used again. Please 

help us reduce out “waste footprint”! 
 

Water Bottles 
  
Reusable water bottles are required for the classroom.  It is important that children stay hydrated and they do 

not have the option of multiple trips to the water fountain.  Water bottles must be reusable, not recyclable.  

Recyclable bottles (such as Ice Mountain and other spring waters) are not allowed at NSA due to our mission 

and vision, and will be sent home. Powdered flavorings for water and juices are not allowed in the classroom.  

Students will be allowed plain water only.  Milk can be sent for students to drink at lunch. 
 

Food Allergies 
 

Due to a number of students who have severe food allergies such as peanuts & tree nuts, Natural Science 

Academy has  peanut-free zones where students can eat their snacks and lunches. Our tables are sanitized 

after each lunch period and specific peanut-free tables are labeled “PAL” tables.  “PAL” stands for Be A PAL 

and Protect A Life From Food Allergies. All of our students are educated on food allergies and how to keep our 

friends with allergies safe.  Because snacks are eaten in classrooms, individual classrooms may be designated 

“peanut-free” or free of other allergens.  This communication will come through your child’s teacher. 



Natural Science Academy Handbook 

  17 

Internet Policy 
 

At NSA, we believe that the Internet can be a valuable tool in research, especially in the modern age.    However, we 

know that students need to be guided and taught appropriate uses of this technology.  Before using the Internet for re-

search, we will have a discussion about basic Internet safety.  Students do not “surf” the Internet.   Any “searching” on the 

Internet will be under staff supervision.  

 

The internet is also used to read stories, play educational games, and practice new skills. Please make sure to read and 

complete the acceptance form for the NSA Computer Use and Internet Safety Policy  given to you in your enrollment 

packet. 

 

Transportation 
 

Transportation of charter school students in Minnesota is provided by the district in 

which the school is located.   The South Washington County District #833 will 

transport all NSA students living within the district boundaries.  They also have the 

authority to set all schedules and bus routes.  Families residing in districts other than 

South Washington County District #833 are required to provide their own transpor-

tation.  It may also be possible for you to carpool with other families.  If you have 

questions or concerns about bus routes, pick-up times, etc., please call the trans-

portation department at 651-425-5303 or e-mail:  transportation@sowashco.org. 
 
 
 

Drop-off and Pick-up locations 
 

When dropping and picking up students, please use the north parking lot near St. Thomas Aquinas Church.  To keep kids 

safe, we have two tracks for pick-up and drop-off.  See the map below and the procedure on the next page. 
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PAC (Parent Action Committee) 
 

Parents have come together to form a Parent Action Committee to support the school and plan 

family events.  The PAC meets on the first Thursday of each month starting at 7pm. at the school.  

The PAC plans events, finds ways to help teachers, staff, and the school, and may plan fundraising 

events that support the mission and vision.  If you are interested in being part of PAC or if you would 

like more information, please contact them at: PAC@naturalscienceacademy.org. 
 

Board of Directors 
 

As a charter school, we are governed by a five to eleven member board of directors comprised of 

parents, teachers, and community members.  The board meets at the school on the third Tuesday 

of each month from 4:15-6 p.m.  The meetings are open to the public.  A roster of Board members 

can be found on page 4 of this handbook.  All board meeting minutes are posted on the website 

one month after the board meeting has occurred.  Please feel free to attend meetings as a visitor.  

If you are interested in participating as a member of the board, contact the board chair, Jennifer 

Raymer,at Jennifer.Raymer@naturalscienceacademy.org and she will inform you of the procedure 

to apply for membership. 
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NSA Curriculum 2019-2020    
 
Literacy 
Natural Science Academy uses EL Education’s curriculum for English Language Arts.  This approach to teaching literacy is 

standards-based, immersive, and meaningfully tied to science and social studies content.  The curriculum is in a second 

edition after 25 years of use.  

 

In grades K-5, the curriculum consists of 4 modules per year.  The modules are content-based immersive literacy experienc-

es and are each divided into three units.  In these modules, students engage as a full group and in small groups with 

shared, complex, high-interest texts.  They practice the skills to be better readers, writers, speakers, and listeners.  In grades 

4/5, extra practice with these skills happens in small groups for an additional hour per day in the ALL (Additional Language 

and Literacy) Block.  In grades K-3, students engage with the content for an extra hour as well, but they make meaning 

the way they know best, through inquiry and play.  This time of exploration, building, art, play, and research is call “Labs.”  

K-3 students get a 3rd hour of literacy each day in Skills Block—a structured phonics program in which students practice 

the foundational skills in reading and writing that will help make sure they never have a ceiling on what they can learn 

through reading. 
 

Math 
Natural Science Academy teaches mathematics  using a “Problem-based” approach. In order to learn mathematics, stu-

dents should spend time in math class doing mathematics. They must engage in rich learning. This involves students learn-

ing mathematics as a result of solving problems. Mathematical ideas are the outcomes of the problem-solving experience 

rather than the elements that must be taught before problem solving. 

Students take an active role, both individually and in groups, to see what they can figure out be-

fore having things explained to them or being told what to do. Teachers play a critical role in me-

diating student learning, but that role looks different than simply showing, telling, and correcting. 

The teaching of math at NSA is guided by the belief that teachers are the key to students’ suc-

cess. NSA teachers utilize professional development by math education expert Marilyn Burns and 

Math Solutions. Math Solutions professional development and resources help teachers to increase 

their understanding of the math they teach, deepen their insights into how children best learn 

math, implement effective instructional strategies, and integrate assessment with instruction. 

 

The math that is taught at NSA is driven by the high math standards of the state of Minnesota, research backed best prac-

tices and math curriculum focal points set forth by the National Council of the Teachers of Mathematics. Although NSA 

also makes use of a basal math curriculum, Math Expressions, NSA’s standards-based approach is one where the math 

standards drive the instruction rather than conventional pre-packaged curriculum where the contents of the curriculum 

determine what is taught. 

 

Standards-based curriculum treats the conventional curricular materials as a tool that may or may not be used in whole or 

part depending on student needs or appropriateness of what is being taught. In addition to computation, number sense, 

algebraic thinking and geometry, NSA students are exposed to frequent real-world, hands-on, relevant problem-solving 

that allows children to engage with and use the math they are learning. Children learn flexibility in 

how to use mathematics to solve problems and check for reasonableness of answers. Research has 

shown that students who only learned one way to solve a problem lacked the skills and deep 

knowledge that leads to proficiency in math and science.   

 
Science 
Natural Science Academy uses the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) developed by sci-

entists and teachers across the country and supported by the National Science Teacher’s Associa-

tion.  These standards include content as well as science practices and cross-cutting concepts, 

(such as patterning and cause and effect), that span curricular areas.  These three areas of sci-

ence learning are integrated into inquiry-based lessons so students use all concepts and skills together which is how they 

work in the real world.   

 

The goal of the NGSS is to teach a few important science concepts deeply rather than skim a vast multitude of content 

information not learning much about any of it.  The deeper learning prepares children to think for themselves, to solve 

problems, to investigate and draw conclusions using evidence from their investigations.   
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It is a well-rounded set of standards that builds upon itself as students move to higher grade levels.  We believe that using 

these standards not only exceeds the content of the Minnesota State Standards, but it prepares our learners for higher lev-

el thinking, deeper scientific understanding, and gives them better problem solving ability. 

 
Environment as an Integrating Context (EIC) 
EIC programs employ the environment as a comprehensive focus and framework for learning in all curriculum areas, think-

ing and problem-solving and life skills such as cooperation and interpersonal communication and last but not least, an 

understanding of and an appreciation for the environment. EIC programs attempt to provide students with the opportuni-

ty to connect and integrate what they are learning to their surroundings. 

 

 

Artists/Scientists in Residence 

As part of our curriculum, we use local artists and scientists to develop experiences for NSA students. Artists work with stu-

dents to develop their artistic intelligence and creativity within natural settings. In the past, we have had a Movement Spe-

cialist, a Chemist, a Herpetologist, Sculptors, a Book Maker, and an instrument builder visit and work with our students. 

 
Outdoor Education 

NSA students spend a portion of each day outdoors.  Students go outside for play and for learning.  While our physical ed-

ucation does not include organized sports, it does include running and strategy games, endurance, strength, and team 

building. We do not have traditional playground equipment, but rather have provided a natural play space for students.  

They enjoy climbing logs, building with sticks, chasing around our outdoor space, imaginary play, and cooperative games. 

Fresh air and open-ended play are the order of the day during recess at NSA. 

 

Work as well as play takes place out-of-doors at NSA. Our environmental focus is interdisciplinary, meaning that it spans all 

curricular areas including math, literacy, social studies, the arts, and of course science. Students write, read, measure, in-

vestigate, and explore outside. The natural world compliments and informs our learning indoors. 

 

With so much time spent outdoors in all seasons, NSA students can naturally get a little dirtier than their counterparts at 

traditional schools. We encourage students to dress equipped for the weather and encourage parents to understand that 

it is only dirt and that the benefits of active, outdoor play out-weigh the extra laundry. 

 
Place-Based Education 

Place-based education is the process of using the local community and environment as a starting point for teaching. 

Place-based education emphasizes real-world, hands-on learning experiences. It has been shown to increase student ac-

ademic achievement and develops stronger ties to the community and natural world. Place-based education connects 

individuals with nature and culture in their place. 

 

Project-Based Learning 

Project-based learning is a systematic teaching method that engages students in learning skills and knowledge through an 

extended inquiry process structured around authentic questions and carefully designed student products and tasks.  Our 

literacy curriculum leverages project-based learning, and teachers use projects in math and science as well. 
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We ask both students and parents to read and discuss the Natural Science Acade-
my Student Handbook.  After reading  it together, sign and return this page. 
 

As a student at NSA I have read or my parent has read to me the NSA Student 
Handbook.  I agree to follow it to the best of my ability. 
 
Student signature  ________________________________________________ 
 
Date  ________________________  Teacher  _____________________________ 
 

As a parent or guardian, I have read the NSA Student Handbook and have  
discussed it with my child.  We agree to follow the handbook to the best of our 
ability. 
 
 
Parent/Guardian name  ______________________________________________ 
 
 
Parent/Guardian signature  ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Date  ________________________ 
 
 

Please return this signed form to your child’s teacher.  Thank you! 
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